[The influence of the duration of infusion on the acute toxicity of amphotericin B. Comparison of two hour versus four hour infusions].
A prospective, randomized, double-blind crossover study was performed to compare the incidence and severity of amphotericin-B-induced acute toxicity (chills, fever, nausea and vomiting) after two- and four-hour infusions in 33 leukemic patients with suspected or microbiologically proven systemic fungal infections. Each patient was treated in an alternating fashion of two- and four-hour infusions every other day. Toxicity was graded according to modified WHO-criteria. Evaluation of 264 infusions revealed no difference between the two schedules neither in incidence nor severity of acute toxic reactions. These data indicate that amphotericin B given over 2 hours is equally well--or poorly (!)--tolerated than the four-hour regimen.